Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA

§1280.603 Administrator, FSA.

Administrator, FSA, means the Admin-
istrator, of the Farm Service Agency,
or any officer or employee of USDA to
whom there has been delegated or may
be delegated the authority to act in the
Administrator’s stead.

§1280.604 Eligibility.

Eligibility is defined as any person
subject to the assessment who during
the representative period determined
by the Secretary have engaged in the
production, feeding, or slaughtering of
lambs. Such persons are eligible to par-
ticipate in the referendum. Those per-
sons whose only share in the proceeds
of a sale of lambs is a sales commis-
sion, handling fee or other service fee
or the person acquired ownership of the
lambs to facilitate the transfer of own-
ership of such lambs from the seller to
a third party and resold such lambs no
later than 10 days from the date on
which the person acquired ownership
are not considered are producers,
seedstock producers, or feeders and not
subject to the assessment. Such per-
sons will not be eligible to participate
in the referendum.

§1280.605 Farm Service Agency.

Farm Service Agency also referred to
as “FSA” means the Farm Service
Agency of USDA.

§1280.606 Farm Service Agency Coun-
ty Committee.

Farm Service Agency County Com-
mittee, also referred to as “FSA County
Committee or COC,” means the group
of persons within a county who are
elected to act as the Farm Service
Agency County Committee.

§1280.607 Farm Service Agency Coun-
ty Executive Director.

Farm Service Agency County Executive
Director, also referred to as ‘‘CED,”
means the person employed by the FSA
County Committee to execute the poli-
cies of the FSA County Committee and
to be responsible for the day-to-day op-
eration of the FSA county office, or
the person acting in such capacity.

§1280.613

§1280.608 Farm Service Agency State
Committee.

Farm Service Agency State Committee,
also referred to as “FSA State Com-
mittee,” means the group of persons
within a State who are appointed by
the Secretary to act as the Farm Serv-
ice Agency State Committee.

§1280.609 Farm Service Agency State
Executive Director.

Farm Service Agency State Executive
Director, Farm Service Agency State
Executive Director, also referred to as
“SED,” means the person within a
State who is appointed by the Sec-
retary to be responsible for the day-to-
day operation of the FSA State Office,
or the person acting in such capacity.

§1280.610 Public notice.

Public notice means not later than 30-
days before the referendum is con-
ducted, the Secretary shall notify the
eligible voters in such manner as deter-
mined by the Secretary, of the voting
period during which voting in the ref-
erendum will occur. The notice shall
explain any registration and voting
procedures established under §518 of
the Act.

§1280.611 Representative period.

Representative period means the pe-
riod designated by the Secretary pursu-
ant to §518 of the Act.

§1280.612

(a) For producers and seedstock pro-
ducers, the term wvolume of production
means the total number of live domes-
tic lambs owned and produced during
the most recent calendar year.

(b) For feeders, volume of production
means the total number of lambs
owned and fed during the most recent
calendar year.

(c) For first handlers, volume of pro-
duction means the total number of
lambs slaughtered during the most re-
cent calendar year.

Volume of production.

§1280.613 Voting period.

The term wvoting period means a 4-
week period to be announced by the
Secretary for voting the referendum.
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§1280.620

PROCEDURES

§1280.620 General.

A referendum to determine whether
eligible persons favor the continuance
of this part shall be carried out in ac-
cordance with this subpart.

(a) The referendum will be conducted
at county FSA offices.

(b) The Secretary shall determine if
at least a majority of those persons
voting for approval who also represent
a majority of the volume of lambs
owned and produced; owned and fed; or
slaughtered, favor the continuance of
this part.

§1280.621 Supervision of the process
for conducting a referendum.

The Administrator, AMS, shall be re-
sponsible for supervising the process of
permitting persons to vote in a ref-
erendum in accordance with this sub-
part.

§1280.622 Eligibility.

(a) Any person subject to the assess-
ment who during the representative pe-
riod determined by the Secretary has
engaged in the production, feeding, or
slaughtering of lambs is eligible to par-
ticipate in the referendum. Those per-
sons whose only share in the proceeds
of a sale of lambs is a sales commis-
sion, handling fee or other service fee
or the person acquired ownership of the
lambs to facilitate the transfer of own-
ership of such lambs from the seller to
a third party and resold such lambs no
later than 10 days from the date on
which the person acquired ownership
are not considered are producers,
seedstock producers, or feeders and not
subject to the assessment. Such per-
sons will not be eligible to participate
in the referendum.

(b) Proxy Registration. (1) Proxy reg-
istration is not authorized, except that
an officer or employee of a corporate
producer, feeder, seedstock producer,
or first handler, or any guardian, ad-
ministrator, executor, or trustee of a
person’s estate, or an authorized rep-
resentative of any eligible producer,
feeder, seedstock producer, or first
handler entity (other than an indi-
vidual person), such as a corporation or
partnership, may vote on behalf of that
entity. Further, an individual cannot
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vote on behalf of another individual
(i.e., spouse, sharecrop lease, etc.).

(2) Any individual, who votes on be-
half of any producer, feeder, seedstock
producer, or first handler entity, shall
certify that he or she is authorized by
such entity to take such action. Upon
request of the county FSA office, the
person voting may be required to sub-
mit adequate evidence of such author-
ity.

(c) Joint and group interest. A group of
individuals, such as members of a fam-
ily, joint tenants, tenants in common,
a partnership, owners of community
property, or a corporation who engaged
in the production, feeding, or slaugh-
tering of lambs during the representa-
tive period as a producer, feeder,
seedstock producer, or first handler en-
tity shall be entitled to cast only one
vote; provided, however, that any indi-
vidual member of a group who is an eli-
gible person separate from the group
may vote separately.

§1280.623 Time and place of the ref-
erendum.

(a) The opportunity to vote in the
referendum shall be provided during a
4-week period beginning and ending on
a date determined by the Secretary. El-
igible persons shall have the oppor-
tunity to vote following the procedures
established in this subpart during the
normal business hours of each county
FSA office.

(b) Persons can determine the loca-
tion of county FSA offices by con-
tacting the nearest county FSA office,
the State FSA office, or through an on-
line search of FSA’s Web site at http:/
www.fsa.usda.gov/vas/default.asp.

(c) Each eligible person shall cast a
ballot in the county FSA office where
FSA maintains the person’s adminis-
trative farm records. For eligible per-
sons not participating in FSA pro-
grams, the opportunity to vote will be
provided at the county FSA office serv-
ing the county where the person owns
or rents land. A person engaged in the
production, feeding, slaughtering, of
lambs in more than one county will
vote in the county FSA office where
the person does most of his or her busi-
ness.
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